First Knight with Chess Corps and Carlisle Chess Club

A fun and unique, though slightly early, New Years Celebration of the chess kind was had by all in Union Hall on Friday evening December 29th. Chess Corps Chairman and Benefactor, H. Eric Cushing and International Chess Master, Satea Al Husari offered our community a remarkable opportunity by volunteering their time to help promote chess in our area. 

Mr. Husari simultaneously played chess against more than 20 players and offered instruction along the way. Meanwhile, Mr. Cushing along with Mustafa Buxamus, an accomplished young player from Westford, roamed amongst the players offering some hints in hopes of helping them make some headway in their efforts against the chess master!! 

Following the "simul," Mr. Husari lead a tactical discussion encouraging our children to thoughtfully consider their options. The kids gathered round and listened intently. This discussion wrapped up with Mr. Husari and Mr. Cushing awarding medals to those who had played most effectively in the earlier games with the chess master. Cody Machen was proclaimed the most effective player. Players, Katrina Judicke, Ryan West, Lilliana Mottershead and Heather Szczesniak were also awarded medals for their efforts. 

As the evening wound down, Mr. Husari played four "blitz" chess games against opponents: Mustafa Buxamus, Katrina Judike, Cody Machen teamed with Changming Xu, and Lilliana Mottershead teamed with Heather Szczesniak. 

The evening concluded with a chess count-up to the new year, complete with funky hats, beads and noisemakers. Our own Instructor, David West and Mr. Cushing led the chant....."pawn, knight, bishop, rook, queen, king....Happy New Year!!!!" 

It is the hope of the Carlisle Chess Club's organizers that "First Knight" becomes and annual event!!" For more information about Chess Corps or Carlisle Chess Club please view the following websites: www.chesscorps.org and www.carlislechess.org. 
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