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 The MetroWest YMCA has received a $26,000 grant it plans to spend on elementary after-school programs designed to teach kids how to play chess, bird watch and build wooden toys. 

The state Department of Education grant will pay for a rotating set of programs in five Framingham elementary schools Barbieri, Dunning, Hemenway McCarthy and Potter Road, YMCA Director of Educational Programs Heidi Kaufman said. 

"The money was given out to programs if they agreed to serve low income families, as well as children who have special needs and English language learners," she said. 

The activities, which will begin Jan. 8, will include storytelling, circus arts and chess instruction from master teachers. Each activity will rotate through the schools in 6-week sessions. 

The grant one of 39 awarded by the DOE will also pay for YMCA staff to take classes, bilingual tutoring at Barbieri, a drama program at McCarthy and special education support at Potter Road and McCarthy. 

"It was designed to provide enhancement for existing after-school programs," Kaufman said. 

(Tyler B. Reed can be reached at 508-626-4423 or treed@cnc.com)


